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Having an allotment will hopefully mean that you will have vegetables that are as fresh as possible, and you are 
definitely following the seasons. The flip side is that when a crop is in a season, you will have a glut, so it would 
be good to be able to try out different recipes. Our local food writer Helen Peacocke is compiling recipes and 
suggestions month by month. She started in April with three ideas for asparagus. These were followed by 3 
more for rhubarb, including a wine recipe from Mollie Harris, and now you can also find recipes on broad beans, 
strawberries, radish, and swiss chard . If you have any suggestions then let Helen know. For more details see 
http://www.wospweb.com/site/Eynsham-Online/fresh.htm. 

 

Site Maintenance and Security  

We were again lucky this year with the weather for the skip and working party weekend in the beginning of 
February. The brush wood that was still left from last yearÕs hedge laying has now almost all been successfully 
burnt. Many thanks to all those that came to help, this is much appreciated. Amongst those we know of are Paul 
Ellis, Marion and Ian, Peter Shrimpton, Adrian Moyes, Sue Raikes, Sara and John Bannister, Tim Allen and 
family, Bram Hauer, and Heather Horner. To try and keep the central ditch in a reasonable condition, we are 
appealing to all plot holders who share a boundary with the central ditch to keep control of the cleared area 
behind their plot. For some, this will probably include cutting the invading plum suckers. 

It has come to our attention that some plot holders are building compost heaps next to the fence of the plots. 
This is not a good idea, as it will make it even easier for rabbits to enter your plot by simply jumping from the 
compost heap. 

It has been noticed that often when the combination lock is left open, the number is clearly visible. The 
suggestion is to spin all numbers when leaving the lock open so that the number remains hidden. 

 

Visit by Oxford Organic Gro up on Thursday 26 th June 2008  

Oxford Organic Group meet on the last Thursday in the month in Eynsham Church Hall throughout the winter, 
and arrange a couple of visits during the summer. They would like to visit our Allotments to see real food 
growing. Some of them are urbanites without a garden, others are interested in seeing how we manage a 
different type of soil, etc. Our guests will arrive around 7pm, probably about 15 people. Committee members will 
accompany them at all times, and they will only go onto plots if specifically invited. We would encourage other 
plot holders to be on site as well, and make our guests welcome. 

 

Dates for your D iary  

¥ Best Kept Allotment Competition will be near the end of June. If you do not want your allotment to be 
included in the competition, then please inform John and Sara Bannister (01865 880324). 

¥ The Eynsham Village Show will be on Saturday 13th September. Schedules will be available from the 
Library, Evenlode DIY, and also www.eynsham.org.uk.  

¥ The AGM will be on Wednesday 15th October. Rents will also be due on that date. 
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Horsetail eradication  

The infestation of horsetail seems to be particularly bad this year. As it spreads by spores, as well as by 
rhizomes, it certainly has the mechanics for successful invasions. But can this weed be controlled in any way? If 
you are not an organic gardener you might try glyphosate, but this will only suppress it for one season, and 
there is evidence that it is becoming glyphosate resistant. You have more options by choosing an organic 
method, but these have varying success rates. Double digging a plot is the least successful, and in fact it could 
make it worse. Other organic methods require you actively to set aside the plot for at least a year, and 
preferably two, and then use a smothering technique. The most successful smothering technique is to seed the 
plot with perennial rye grass, and mow it regularly. But you have to do this for two years, and then hope no stray 
spore enters your plot!. Another method is to keep on top of the weed by cutting it below the surface, and 
pulling it out by hand. But as is the way with allotmenting, it basically requires you to put in the hours to keep on 
top. This sentiment was echoed in the letters page of the Daily Telegraph of 1st May 2008. The letter was 
accompanied by a photograph of Reginald Clarke from Eynsham with a giant cabbage in 1954 (see also 
www.eynsham.org.uk). 

  

 

 

Mantis Tiller for Sale  

Four stroke Mantis Tiller and accessories for sale. It has been used twice, and cost £340 new. Asking price is 
£200 o.n.o. Tel. 01865 881125 


